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The Serbian Unity Congress 17th Annual Convention 
was held in San Francisco October 26-28

Special Guest s and Programs

This year's annual convention featured exciting keynote speak-
ers and panelists and launched two new business features
focusing on regional San Francisco Bay Area industries  --
technology and wine.

Guests had the opportunity to see old friends and to meet rep-
resentatives of Serbia's and Republic of Srpska's governments
and business communities.

The weather was beautiful and San Francisco charmed its visi-
tors as always.

 

 

Vuk Jeremic, Foreign
Minister of Serbia

Milica Cubrilo, Minister for
Diaspora of Serbia

Dr. Branko Kovacevic, 
President, BelgradeUniversity

HRH Prince Alexander, 
Jasmina Boulanger

Trio Balkan Strings -- Nikola, Zoran and 

Zeljko Starcevic

BULLETIN

Serbian Unity Congress
Kongres srpskog ujediwewa

Best wishes Best wishes 
to all our members and friendsto all our members and friends

for a happy holiday seasonfor a happy holiday season

 
 

 
 



Year XI - Issue 283                       www . serbianunity .net                     December , 20072

FROMTHEPAST PRESIDENT

Dear Members and Friends,

It has been a privilege to serve these last two years as
president of the Serbian Unity Congress (SUC).  I
want to take this opportunity to thank you for your sup-
port and input during that time.

My time as president was an education.  I learned
more about the many issues facing Serbs in the
homeland and abroad.  I came to appreciate in new
ways the breadth and depth of commitment of the
Diaspora to our shared heritage, history and culture.
Most importantly, I learned how much the SUC has
done and can do to protect, preserve and promote our
priceless heritage.

The SUC has both existential and structural chal-
lenges.  As an organization, the SUC has evolved
since its founding, 17 years ago.  This is a living
organization; therefore, its evolution must and will
continue to meet new challenges and the changing
priorities of our supporters and members.  Since we
have many interests and limited resources, the SUC
cannot undertake every proposed project and sug-
gested activity.  The steps we have undertaken to
become more businesslike and practical in fulfilling
our vision must continue.  Our need to be well - fund-
ed also must continue.  The newly created Board of
Trustees moves the SUC in the right direction by rec-
ognizing that the people who provide the most support
should have a say in approving the organization's
annual plan and overseeing the activities of the Board
of Directors.

I have no desire here to recite a list of accomplish-
ments nor to dwell on disappointments.  But, I want to
stress that I have seen how much good the SUC can
do when people work together, in a professional man-
ner toward a common goal.  In our organization the

members of the Board of Directors consist of volun-
teers, who give enormous amounts of their personal
time and/or money because we love our identity and
our heritage.  However, the SUC is not a social club
but a corporation, which Board has legal duties and
responsibilities.  The Board has fulfilled its duties.  I
think my only regret is that we could not do more
because a degree of pettiness and personal disputes
among some members interrupted our work and
wasted our time.

The new Board of the SUC is lean and experienced
and will continue to do a great job.  I commend and
support each of our Board member.  I especially want
to congratulate our new president, Mirjana
Samardzija. She is an energetic and experienced
business professional and knows how things work in
both Washington and Belgrade.  The SUC is lucky to
have Mirjana as president and it will prosper under her
leadership.

Sincerely, 
Jasmina  T. Boulanger

Reflections …..

 

 

Announcement

Mr. Alex Machaskee, long time supporter of
the Serbian Unity Congress, has been

appointed Honorary Counsel of Republic of
Serbia in Cleveland.

CONGRATULATIONS!
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FROM  THE  NEW  PRESIDENT 

Greetings

Dear Members and Friends,

This is my first letter to you as President of the
Serbian Unity Congress. Many of us have known
each other over the years as we have worked
together toward our common goals to contribute in
ways available to us to benefit the Serbian people.  

This next year promises to be challenging and inter-
esting.  Our former President, Jasmina Boulanger
worked hard to institute more businesslike manage-
ment of our operations.  This effort will continue.  

The Serbian Unity Congress  has come through
challenging times in the last year, though not
unscathed.  We are determined to become better
and stronger by improving the professionalism of our
operations, accountability to and communication with
members, the relevance and financial viability of our
programs.  

A well - run organization operates by plan.  Our plan-
ning process has started with a target date of
December 15th for a final plan to be submitted to the
Trustee Board.  Each Board member is responsible
for a plan and budget for their area of responsibility.
All projects will have to be self-sustaining, i.e., raise
funds to support their operating costs. Funds will be
released to cover costs only for programs/projects
that have a completed and adopted plan.  We will
assess our operations regularly, do quarterly reviews
of actual to plan and adjust accordingly.  I believe
that is what you want and that it is my responsibility
as your President and our Board's responsibility to
manage the Serbian Unity Congress in such a pro-
fessional manner.  

Last year’s challenges had an adverse effect on our
communication with our membership leaving many
uninformed about our good work.  Work on improv-

ing our channels of communication has started.
Since the convention, we have created an editorial
team for the Bulletin, to be published monthly.  The
weekly electronic email to a wide population of mem-
bers and friends has restarted.  Our web site is
being redesigned and cleaned up.  We are also look-
ing to create ways for you to inform your Board and
to be involved in your organization's activities in
ways that would contribute to our overall work and
be gratifying to you.  

The Serbian Unity Congress has established pro-
gram areas within which various projects fall:
Serbian voice, cultural heritage and the Diaspora -
Homeland bridge.  Our ongoing projects within these
three program areas are those that have had mem-
bership support and have produced good work.  

The coming year is the year of the US presidential
elections. Along with the ongoing work of building
relationships with key policy and opinion makers in
Washington, we will be developing a platform of
issues important to the Serbian - American commu-
nity and making sure that the frontrunners of both
parties get to know  them and appreciate the impor-
tance of  the Serbian voice. This year will be the
fourth annual Serb Day in Congress and we will
work together for the best turnout to date. 

These are only some examples of works for the
coming year.  We would also like to know of other
programs you would like to see and to create oppor-
tunities for your involvement. There are many possi-
ble excellent projects that can become our projects.
During this year we will invite you to submit your pro-
posals. More information will follow.  

Without financial viability the Serbian Unity Congress
cannot continue.  Working by plan allows us to know
what we need when and for what.  By improving our
communication with you, by managing your organi-
zation professionally and accountably, by creating
opportunities to increase your involvement and by
continuing with relevant, interesting and meaningful
programs we hope that you will be proud to be a part
of this wonderful and unique organization and that
you will endorse its work with your excitement, ener-
gy and support.

Mirjana Samardzija                            
SUC President
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CONVENTION  

The 17th Annual Convention of the Serbian Unity
Congress took place during October 25-28 at the Parc55
Hotel in beautiful San Francisco. 

As in other years the convention is the time when members
of our organization come together to hear reports on activi-
ties of the past year, attend panels on special topics, elect a
new Board, enjoy social events with interesting keynote
speakers and special entertainment. This year's annual
convention also launched two new business features focus-
ing on regional San Francisco Bay Area industries:
Communications technology and also wine production. 

Special guests included Their Royal Highnesses Crown
Prince Alexander II and Crown Princess Katherine,
Republic of Serbia Foreign Minister Mr. Vuk Jeremic,
Minister for Diaspora Ms. Milica Cubrilo,  Ambassador of
Republic of Serbia His Excellency Ivan Vujacic,
Ambassador of B&H to UN His Excellency Milos Prica,
Minister for Transport and Telecommunications of Republic
of Srpska Mr. Nedeljko Cubrilovic, State Secretary of
Ministry for Diaspora Miss Neda Maletic, State Secretary of
Ministry for Telecommunications Mr. Milenko Cvetinovic,
and our popular Consul-General to the US Mr. Desko
Nikitovic from Chicago. 

Panel 

Once again the convention featured a panel covering a topic
of special interest to all of us, the review of the existing cri-
sis: "Future of Kosovo & Metohija and Republic of
Srpska." Dr. Vojin Joksimovic organized and moderated

the session. John Schindler, author of "Unholy Terror:
Bosnia, Al-Qa'ida, and the Rise of Global Jihad" was sup-
posed to join us but unfortunately was not able. Instead Dr.
Joksimovic presented key points from Schindler's book.
This is the literature that reveals many facts that were obvi-
ous to Serbs, but not to the rest of the world. We highly rec-
ommend this book.

Dr. Steven Meyer, Professor of Political Science, National
Defense University analyzed the situation in the Balkans
and in particular in K&M, as well as criticized the official
involvement of U.S.A. government. Dr. Meyer's presentation
and remarks during the Question and Answer session
engaged the attendees and provided additional light on the
subject. Board member, Dusan Bilbija provided the most
current information and his observations from his visit to
Republic of Srpska. 

The 17th Annual Convention Report

Elections 
SUC Board 2007/2008 - 2008/2009

President Mirjana Samardzija

Past Presidents Nenad Vukicevic, 
Jasmina Boulanger

Treasurer & VP, Dusan Bilbija
Washington Office

Secretary Rasa Bozinovic

VP, Europe Olga Danilovic
& Belgrade Office 

VP, Membership& Zoran Golubovic
Chapter Relations 

VP - Canada Boba Stefanovich
& Special Projects 

During the election process there were some nominations from the floor. Rasa Bozinovic was nominated for president,
but declined. Sofija Skoric was also nominated and declined. Mile Nikolic was nominated for VP for Membership and
John Bosnitch for VP for the Washington Office and they accepted.  Separate votes were taken for the two contested

positions for which Zoran Golubovic and Dusan Bilbija were elected. 
Reported by Nominating Committee:  Ron Radakovich - Chair, Zika Petrovic, Nikola Petrovic

 
 

Dusan Bilbija, Dr. Vojin Joksimovich, Dr. Steven Meyer
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CONVENTION  

The 17th Annual Convention Report

The growing reputation of the Serbian Unity Congress was
reflected in this year's draw of prominent keynote speak-
ers. It is regretful that some of our invited guests had to
excuse themselves at the last minute due to the serious
crisis in RS. 

Ms. Milica Cubrilo, Minister for Diaspora, addressed the
guest at the Friday night banquet and on Saturday as well,
with well prepared and very informative presentations of
the work of the Ministry for Diaspora. Ms. Cubrilo's mes-
sages for Diaspora Serbs and promises of close contacts
and cooperation were well received by the audience and
she was warmly greeted. Her Saturday presentation on the
Ministry's active involvement in helping Decani Monastery
in wine production was greatly appreciated. 

The keynote speaker at the Gala Banquet was Serbia's
Foreign Minister Mr. Vuk Jeremic, who proved to be an
eloquent speaker, covering a variety of issues regarding

Serbia's vision for the future, as well as its current chal-
lenges regarding Kosovo & Metohija and future entry into
the EU. It was evident that Serbia has firm stand on the
international and legal principles in regards to its sovereign
territory and human rights.

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Alexander addresed the
audience and in a short speech pointed out the most diffi-
cult times for Serbia and its peoples especially in K&M and
appealed to unity and peace, pointing out that Serbia's
future is in the European Union. 

Her Royal Highness Crown Princess Katherine spoke
warmly about the humanitarian organization  "Nasa Srbija,"
which is helping children orphaned in the last war. She
asked the people not to forget these children and to make
a special effort to bring our American Serbian youth to
Serbia to build lasting friendships. 

Keynote S peakers 

The Friday evening event was dedicated to the late Desa
Tomaševic Wakeman, one of the founders of the Serbian
Unity Congress, a great benefactor of our organization as well
as many others, and a true friend to many persons in need. 

We do not know of a better example of a good Christian and
good Serbian patriot. She preached peace and unity, and was
devoted to the Serbian people. 

The dedication was titled affectionately capturing Desa's lov-
ing address to her friends. Special tributes were done by
Professor Rajka Gorup, Columbia University and Director of
the Njegoš Foundation, by Viseslav Simic, well know writer

and Professor Jasenka Rakas, from
Berkeley University. 

The key program feature was a presen-
tation of the virtual tour of the Patriarchate
of Pec, the latest Blago project. There
were also special musical performances
by Vladimir Licina of San Francisco Opera
choir and John Vidovic, classical guitarist.
Professor Dr. George Vid Tomashevich,
Desa's brother, thanked SUC in the name
of the family. 

 
 

  

Desa Tomasevich Wakeman

Viseslav Simic

 Dr. George Vid Tomasevic

Dr. Jasenka Rakas, 
Vladimir Licina

Dr. Rajka Gorup

Honoring the Memory of a Dear Friend to Serbian Unity Congress

“Dušo moja, da ja tebi nešto ka� em” 
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CONVENTION  

Along with other activities, the 17th Annual SUC Convention
included a special IT Program. The guests from Serbia and
Republic of Srpska had a great opportunity to visit IT depart-
ments at Berkeley and Stanford University. We are very
happy to inform you that there was also an official signing of
the Agreement of Collaboration between the College of
Engineering of the University of California, Berkeley and
Belgrade University.  Dr. Jasmina Vujic was an excellent
host to the Serbian delegation, headed by the President of
Belgrade University, Professor Branko Kovacevic. 

This was followed by the visit to CISCO, a world leader in
computer networks and IP telephony manufacturing, organ-
ized by Mr. Vladeta Marjanovic, as well as visit to AT&T, the
biggest US telecommunication company. The group includ-
ed, among others, State Secretary for Ministry of
Telecommunication and Information Society, Mr. Milenko
Cvetinovic, Ph.D., Minister for Transportation and
Communications, Republic of Srpska, Mr. Nedeljko
Cubrilovic, and Director from Telekom Serbia, Mr. Sasa
Lekovic, who had a chance to see the latest products and
services that Cisco and AT&T currently offer to the market,
and SUC Vice- Presidents, Zoran Golubovic and Rasa
Bozinovic, organizers of these  meetings. 

The program was wrapped up by the IT Symposium, which
was attended by many Serbian IT professionals, working in
the Bay Area. The main purpose of the conference was to
discuss the future "US-Serbia IT Summit" project, which is
being planned for 2008.

The 17th Annual Convention Report

New Convention Features 
In line with the Serbian Unity Congress mission, which includes our goal: "To gather talents and experience to help eco-
nomic prosperity in Serbian Lands," two new programs were added to the convention. As San Francisco is in the heart of
the US wine and electronic regions we organized programs focused on these industries. Each was designed as a first step
in a longer-term program, the first contacts, exchange of ideas and experiences. The Serbian Unity Congress simply pro-
vided the role of a catalyst in introducing Serbian wine and technology industries to corresponding companies and acade-
mia in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 

 

From the left to the right are: Mr. Nedeljko Cubrilovic, Minister for
Transportation and Communications, Republic of Srpska; Mr. Milenko
Cvetinovic, State Secretary for Ministry of Telecommunication and
Information Society, Republic of Serbia; Prof. Ivana Kovacevic, Belgrade
Faculty for Mathematics; Prof. Branko Kovacevic, President of the
Belgrade University; Ms. Kruna Petkovic, Chief of Staff, Ministry for
Telecommunications and Information Society, Republic of Serbia; Mr.
John Reiz, AT&T; Ms Vera Sajic, Chief of Staff, Office for Informations,
Republic of Srpska; Mr. Sasa Lekovic, Director of Development, Telekom
Serbia; Mr. Zoran Golubovich (Vice President SUC / AT&T host)

The Information T echnology Symposium

Special thanks 

We would like to point out that our staff from the Belgrade
office: Slavka Draskovic, Maja Arezina, Sasa Sekulovic and
Sanja Blagojevic and from the Washington office: Ivana
Cerovic, as well as volunteers: Adamovic Aleksandra, Janjic
Milutin, Kominac Stevan, Milenovic Mirjana, Sipka Sonja,

Vojnovic Vesna and Zagorac Nenad put enormous work to
make this Convention organized and run smoothly. We
could not have done it without them. We profoundly thank
them all.  We also like to than to Parc 55 Hotel for their hos-
pitality and excellent services. 

Special greetings : This year we missed our dear friend,
Prota Dusan Bunjevic, who was not able to be with us due
to illness. We pray for his fast recovery.
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CONVENTION 

The other business linkage program launched at this con-
vention involved the wine industry -- bringing together rep-
resentatives of the Serb agro-business community with
corresponding representatives in California's renown
NAPA Valley and facilitating business and academic coop-
eration  toward future cooperation in research, study/train-
ing exchanges, strategic alliances, etc. 

US Department of Agriculture accepted to sponsor this
program and contracted University of California at Davis to
organize a full day visit to Napa. Mr. Philippe Chabot, the
USDA representative, came to San Francisco to work with
the Serbian delegation to assure the program’s success.  

On October 25th a smaller delegation accompanied by Mr.
Chabot and Mirjana Samardzija participated in meetings
with the government of California in Sacramento.
Comprising this delegation were: Ljubisa Dimitrijevic, State
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Water
Management of Serbia, Dragan Lukac, President,
Regional Chamber of Commerce of Novi Sad, Gordan
Basic, Chairman, Fruškogorski Vinogradi, Pavle Basic,
Vršacki Vinogradi, Božidar Aleksandrovic, Owner, Cellar
Aleksandrovic, Dusan Mojsilovic, Owner, Agro Market
D.O.O.

The group met with the Trade Director of California Mr.
Robert C. Tse and had a separate meeting with the legisla-
tive side of California's government, the California
Assembly Committee on Agriculture, with Chief Consultant,
Mr. Jim Collin. 

On October 26th UC Davis representatives joined us at
the Parc55 Hotel where, after an orientation meeting, they
transported the program participants to Napa Valley. That
day the participants met with managements of three winer-
ies, visited an agro-tourism center, Copia, and received an
expert presentation on the economics and policy develop-
ment for wine industry regions. 

The event was wrapped up on Saturday morning, October
27th at the convention. Two additional representatives
came from UC Davis to meet with the wine study group for
this session. Mr Chabot and the group have already begun
discussions on cooperation arrangements between UC
Davis and the Universities of Belgrade and Novi Sad.  

Since Serbia has a great potential to fully develop their
wine industry in the future, we hope that the experiences
of the great wine and tourism industry in California might
contribute in a meaningful sense to their future plans.  

This program was highly praised by the State Secretary for
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water
Management of Serbia, Mr. Ljubisa Dimitrijevic who
attended all events, as well as by the other participants. 

The 17th Annual Convention Report

New Convention Features 

The Wine Industry S tudy Program

 

 

Left to right: Pavle Basic - Vršacki Vinogradi, Dusan Mojsilovic -
Agromarket Vineyard, Dragan Lukac - President, Regional Chamber of
Commerce of Novi Sad, Mirjana Samardzija - President of Serbian Unity
Congress, Ljubisa Dimitrijevic State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Water Management of Serbia, Philippe Chabot - US Dept of
Agriculture, Bozidar Aleksandrovic - Wine Cellar Aleksandrovic, Jim
Collins -Chief Consultant of Assembly Committe on Agriculture

Dragan Lukac, Ljubisa Dimitrijevic in the Napa Winery  
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BELGRADE  SCENE
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PROFILE

The Serbian Unity Congress expresses its strong
disagreement with the latest proposals by the Office of the
High Representative (OHR) in Bosnia-Herzegovina to fun-
damentally revise the laws governing the state-level
Council of Ministers and Parliament. It is critically impor-
tant to retract these proposals in their current form for the
following reasons:

1.        The general attitude of current HR, Miroslav Lajcak,
clearly appears to continue, instead of abandoning, the
detrimental practice of many of his predecessors in crudely
overstepping boundaries of their mandate and thus stifling
democracy and responsibility of the local political process,
its body politic and elected officials. This threatens to fully
discredit the authority of the OHR and their ability to pro-
vide any constructive oversight function, concurrently mak-
ing a mockery of the very democratic institutions that UN
presence was meant to facilitate during the past 12 years.

2. The said legislative changes as proposed, irre-
spective of their source, are clearly unconstitutional in both

letter and spirit, as they represent an obvious breach of
the US-backed Dayton-Paris accords and their very pillars
- the principles of entity and constituent nation parity - that
provided the balance between central and regional govern-
ment needed to end hostilities and usher a prospect of
peace for Bosnia-Herzegovina.

3. The said legislative proposals, both in content and
method of delivery, have produced in practical terms a
very serious crisis that threatens to widen, with unpre-
dictable and grave consequences that directly threaten the
very stability that US interests mandate, and its foreign
policy has been heavily invested with.

Based on all of the above and the key role that the US has
in influencing the OHR, the Serbian Unity Congress calls
on the State Department to immediately take positive
action to redress the matter, and urges Congress to pro-
vide clear guidance and support in this matter.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Do you have a story to share, a comment on a recent article
in our bulletin or the web site, a story to tell from your
Chapter or Serb Community? We would love to hear about it.
Please tell us the news about local events activities in your
area. Please send your information to the 
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